
 

Greetings Chapter 4, 

 

 As we near the end of 2011, taking stock 

personally and professionally of all weõve ac-

complished this year, consider nominating one 

of your projects for Project of the Year.  This is 

an excellent opportunity to showcase you and your companyõs tal-

ents.  It also gets you 4 points closer to receiving paid registration 

to the Seattle 2012 Education Conference.  Have you started 

populating your Volunteer Matrix yet?  If not, download a copy 

from our chapter website (www.irwachapter4.org) and earn your-

self one of the 2 free registrations weõre awarding in May. 

 

Novemberõs luncheon in Tacoma went well with 66 people 

in attendance to hear guest speaker, Patrick McCarty, explain how 

Tacoma Power settled a 36-year negotiation with the Skokomish 

Tribe.  Thank you to all who attended with special recognition 

going out to Maureen Barnes and Melissa Luchini with the City of 

Tacoma for their time and effort coordinating the meeting.  Con-

gratulations to Mary Williams, City of Tacoma, for winning No-

vemberõs Chapter 4 IRWA $100 Education Voucher. 

 

Up next on the chapterõs calendar is our annual Holiday 

Luncheon in Bellevue.  Weõll present the Professional and Em-

ployer of the Year awards and watch some of our fellow chapter 

members showcase their smarts in an electronic trivia style game 

show hosted by DJ Scott Fijolek.  You donõt want to miss it. 

 

Please note there have been a few changes to the Chapterõs 

education schedule in 2012 so be sure to check out our website 

for the latest course offerings.  The Chapterõs next scheduled 

course is C800 Principles of Real Estate Law set for January 10
th
 & 

11
th
. 

 

Happy Holidays and Iõll see you at the Holiday Luncheon 

on December 14
th
! 

 

    Jennifer Walker, SR/WA 

   Chapter 4 President  
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IRWA Career Center  

New and Improved!  
 

Job  seekers can now view 

postings from IRWA member 

companies and from the web 

that may pertain to right of 

way opportunities around the 

country. Employers  can post 

jobs and  view resumes. The 

Career Center  is accessible 

f r o m  t h e  h o m e 

page  and  Membership sec-

tion . 

http://www.irwachapter4.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qyx6pun6&et=1108868244007&s=37154&e=001ZO78VL2UsP47CndHlbKbRP2FkPfdrrZvR2dBh9npjauB1tFiSJuCso0k2FRy0_rMoi9c0swqea17-g8uyN7NWwFmxiJ20BDkN1fUvQZXV0BlVNzN-_3c8Uu4LNGSxo5Fn78__g1mU7IiJer6kC-C-BxxhPmptwMYAzsV1Ockrs2GmEV_x3-0LQ==
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Dinner Meeting  

Bellevue  
@ 5:30 

SR/WA STUDY SESSION & EXAM 

Chapter 3 - Portland 

C800 Principles of 

Real Estate Law -
Bellevue  10th & 11th 

Lunch Meeting  

Bellevue @ 

11:30 

C103 Ethics & the 

RW Profession- 
Ch 49 - Anchorage 



Puget Sound Chapter 4ñOfficers 

President   Jennifer Walker, SR/WA          (253) 798-7025  jennifer.walker@co.pierce.wa.us 

President Elect  Pam Dittloff, SR/WA          (360) 786-5132  dittlop@co.thurston.wa.us  

Vice President  Matthew Hansen          (206) 340-9595  mhansen@grahamdunn.com 

Secretary  Leslie Beaird, R/W-RAC          (360) 705-7316  beairdl@wsdot.wa.gov 

Treasurer  Michael Bulzomi, SR/WA          (253) 798-7023  mbulzom@co.pierce.wa.us 

Past President  Cyndi Whelpley, SR/WA          (360)929-4823   cyndiwhelpley@yahoo.com 

Puget Sound Chapter 4ñCommittee Chairs 

Education  Brad Thomas, R/W-RAC  (425) 921-1017 brad.thomas@hdrinc.com  

Professional Development  Christopher Eldred, SR/WA (206) 838-1250 cseldred@hotmail.com 

Membership  Sonja Kraus   (206) 287-9858   sonjakraus@hotmail.com 

Newsletter  Kelli Larson   (360) 754-4998 larsonk@co.thurston.wa.us 

Program    Matthew Hansen             (206) 340-9595  mhansen@grahamdunn.com 

Special Awards  Mitch Legel, SR/WA  (425) 673-5559 mlegel@ufsrw.com 

Reservations  Marilynn Danby   (253) 476-6451  marilynn.danby@pse.com 

Golf   Greg Goodman             (425) 450-4040  ggoodman@absvaluation.com 

Chapter 4 Website Tom Paine, SR/WA  (206) 296-0634 tom.paine@kingcounty.gov 

Photographer                   Kristina Guzman, SR/WA             (425) 673-5559 kguzman@ufsrw.com 

Page 3 Nov - Dec 2011  CHAPTER NEWS 

 

Leslie Beaird  

was selected as 

an òAt Largeó 

member of the 

IRWA Reloca-

tion Assistance 

Committee  

Jim Price has been  

approved for  

SR/WA  

Recertification  

Michelle Talbot has been 

awarded the SR/WA  

Designation  

mailto:tom.paine@metrokc.gov
mailto:brad.thomas@hdrinc.com
mailto:cseldred@hotmail.com
mailto:sonjakraus@hotmail.com
mailto:cseldred@hotmail.com
mailto:rw.appraisal@verizon.net
mailto:tom.paine@kingcounty.gov


In addition to presenting this yearõs Professional and Employer of the Year Awards, the Chapter has also 

arranged for some unique entertainment for those in attendance.  Interactive Entertainment will be facilitat-

ing an electronic game show event that will be sure to deliver amusement and fun to all of those present.   

Fabulous prizes will be given to those that are willing to step up, take on, and defeat their fellow Chapter 4 

Members in a trivia style competition. 
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IRWA Chapter 4  
December 

General Membership Meeting 
& Holiday Luncheon 

11:30 am on Wednesday, December 14, 2011 
Coast Hotel, 625 116th Avenue NE, Bellevue WA 

 

 

Interactive Entertainmentõs owner, DJ Scott Fijolek, will be hosting the 

event and has provided Interactive DJ, Emcee & Trivia Game Show en-

tertainment for thousands of events over the last 20 years.  DJ Scott 

was named one of the top 12 DJs in the nation in an òAmerican Idoló 

competition with over 3,000 of the best DJ companies in the nation.  

His passion and goal is to create a positive and exciting entertainment 

experience for all ages at every event that he performs.  Come ready 

to support your fellow colleagues as they square off in this unique canõt

-be-missed event.  Please be sure to make your reservation to attend 

by contacting marilynn.danby@pse.com by noon on Tuesday, Decem-

ber 12, 2011  

                            Nominations Due  for IEC Candidates!  

IRWA is seeking qualified candidates for the  International Executive Committee. Strong leadership is 

essential to IRWA's growth. We encourage you to nominate someone with proven leadership skills at 

the local, regional and international levels. IEC Nomination Forms  are due December 5 th. Send 

to  INEC Chair Nancy Halverson  at mnhalvors@msn.com . 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qyx6pun6&et=1108868244007&s=37154&e=001ZO78VL2UsP7gusKo6g6mM1qYnmSP6sYra1tPt5S1PEmnUpt8E5J3nWI2URtkWrrrDKE1cBpQTHCU97LqSeF-nfMDEz8gzPcj5MSPEGERUKxGXEAomV2Y1LOyXYm7UbOUpmo9UJ-4QVp_Fc7MzU3wGngCdvfQtQkH
mailto:mnhalvors@msn.com
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Chapter 4's Volunteer Incentive Program  
 

Are you thinking about attending the next International Right of Way Education Conference in June 2012?  

You won't have to travel far because it's right here in Seattle.  Your elected chapter officers and board mem-

bers have established a first time "Volunteer Incentive Program" to help you get there, and it could be free!  

Here's your ticket to making this your golden opportunity and all you have to do is volunteer some time.  

The "Volunteer Incentive Program" is simple, consisting of a matrix describing various volunteer activities and 

opportunities to get involved.  The activity period includes September 2011 through May 2012.  Please visit 

the Chapter 4 website to download the form and see how you can qualify and volunteer your time to make 

this year a bigger and better success! 

Born in: Wenatchee, WA 
 

IRWA Member Since: 1975   I served on my first chapter committee starting in 1976. 

 

Employer:  Retired most recently from Universal Field Services.  I retired from King County (Metro) in 2002 after 28 

years of service.  At the time of my retirement from King County, I was supervisor of the Transit Department's real 

estate group. 

 

Career Highlight:  Serving as a member of the International Executive Committee and then being elected as Interna-

tional President for the year of 1996-1997.   I also went through the offices of Chapter 4 followed by serving as Re-

gional Vice Chair and Chairman for Region 7. 

 

Most Challenging Project:   My most challenging project was the management of the acquisition of the property rights 

and relocation of property owners, tenants and businesses for the first segment of Sound Transit's Light Rail System 

from downtown Seattle to the South Boeing Access Road.  The project included 750 acquisitions and 206 reloca-

tions.  Since Sound Transit was a fairly new transportation agency in 2002, challenges included the growing pains of 

the agency as it established its policies and procedures and dealing with legal challenges regarding the project align-

ment.  

 

Hobbies and personal interests:  My biggest hobby is genealogy research of my family and my husband's family.  I've 

always had an interest in history which led to wanting to know more about my ancestors and how they came to the 

United States.  As a result of my research,  next year I plan to go to Liskeard, Cornwall, England to visit the place 

my grandfather and grandmother lived.   My grandfather and his seven brothers were tin miners there until they all 

immigrated to the United States.  I also learned that my grandfather was working in the mines at the age of 12.  

Imagine that happening now.  Currently, my main personal interest is enjoying traveling around the country with my 

husband, Clark and dog, Casper, in our RV.   We're seeing places and things that I never got to see while work-

ing.     Life is good! 

 

Susan Serdahl, SR/WA 


